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The Annual Crossroads Short Essay Competition for 2009 has been finalised, and the 
prizes and certificates handed out. This year’s competition, the second, had more entrants 
than the first which is encouraging, as well as a wide ranging variety of topics from 
Roman Britain, Vietnam and Holy Russia to morality, culture, the role of comic books in 
our society, and beyond. And we are pleased to note that the standard of essays has also 
risen. 
 
On this page we publish the place winners and commended essays. Although not included 
in the normal Crossroads nomenclature because these essays have not been double blind 
peer reviewed, they are still able to be accessed internationally. We encourage all the 
entrants to rework and lengthen their essays and submit them for consideration in a 
general issue of the journal. 
 
We would like to thank Helen Johansson from the University Co-Operative Bookshop 
who has so generously donated book voucher as the prizes for place getters. Every entrant 
has received a certificate of place achievement, commendation or participation as a form 
of recognition and encouragement for their efforts. 
 
The competition was divided into two sections – postgraduate and undergraduate; those 
currently enrolled in Honours programmes were slotted into whichever group they 
classed themselves.  
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In the Postgraduate section the results are: 
 
1st    
Susan Rothnie  The Seventies in Australia: The First Decade of the 21st Century 
 
2nd    
James Donaldson  Usurpers and Emperors: The Ideology and Iconography of Imperial 
    Power in 3rd Century Britain 
 
3rd    
David Douglas  A Beneficial Monopoly: Jeremy Bentham on Monopolies and 
    Patents 
 
Commendation  
Raymond Lam  Love and Enlightenment 
 
 
In the Undergraduate section the results are: 
 
1st   
Jon Piccini   ‘The University Regiment Stands on Liberated Ground!’: 
Contested Understandings of the Vietnam War on The University 
of Queensland 
 
2nd    
Julian Barr   Between Spirit and Society: The Political, Practical and Personal 
    Roles of Religion in Roman Britain 
 
3rd    
Nilufer Tufanoglu  The Role of the Body in Early Christian Asceticism 
 
Commendations  
Anthony Aitkin  Levinas, a Voice Crying Out in the Wilderness: Heeding the Call 
of the Other 
Alexandra Dellios  Revisionism in Ethnic Minority Histories: A Case Study of 
    Greek-Australians 
Jessica McKenzie  The Battle for the Hearts and Minds of the Vietnamese People:  
    The Effects of the Vietnam Wars on Vietnam 
Daryl Morini   ‘Holy Russia’: The Cultural Influences of Orthodoxy on Russian 
    Foreign Policy 
 
 
We anticipate that next year’s competition will be even bigger and better, and that we can 
continue to encourage students at all levels of their academic career to publish, preferably 
with Crossroads. 
 
We hope that you enjoy reading these essays. 
 
